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® Global English for 1st Year Students

[ Course Mission Statement ]
By carefully observing, researching, discussing and presenting dominant cultural aspects of
Japanese society, we will endeavor to not only create a deeper understanding of Japanese cultural
attributes, but also simultaneously increase our sensitivity and best practice skills on relation to
global communication and intercultural issues.

[Required Academic skills]
Students will be exposed to and expected to practice the following academic skills.
> Effective research skills (E.g. identifying valid resource material)
> Effective reading in relation to sourcing research content (E.g. skimming, scanning, academic

article approach)

> EKffective writing skills
> Effective presentation skills
> Kffective thinking skills
> Effective questioning skills
> Effective discussion skills
>Teamwork

[Class Format]
The class is divided into groups of approximately 4 or 5. Each student’s role in the group is decided,
and they will be expected to fulfill their roles to the best of their ability.
Role includes: Chairperson; Scribe; Research guide; Researchers; Final editor; Presenters.
Students’ responsibilities are not just confined to their allotted roles. They are expected to
cooperate with their team and cover any necessary tasks.

[ Syllabus]
Class 1 —decide on a topic (from below) and start putting together a plan of how it will be
researched and presented. Start on a written work (one A4 page) on the meaning and
origin of your topic of choice.

1.Ambiguity and the Japanese 2.The Japanese Sense of Beauty
3.Silence in Japanese Communication 4.Male and Female Relationships
5.Japanese Social Obligation 6.Private vs. Public Stance in Japan
7.Adopting Elements of Foreign Culture 8.The Japanese Virtue of Modesty
9.Seniority Rules in Japanese Human Relations 10.Japanese Group Consciousness

11.Dual Meanings in Japanese Human Relations  13.The Japanese Custom of Gift Giving
12.Simplicity and Elegance as Japanese Ideals of Beauty

Class 2 —Start putting together the script of a role-play that explains your understanding of your
particular topic.

Class 3 —Present and film your role-play. Q and A sessions with classmates and teachers.

.49-



[ Students’ Comments]
Student S
In the first half of GE, I studied the difference of the cultures between Japan and other countries,
and how to express phraseology which is usual in the Japan. In the second half, I want to tell other
people what I want to say in English.

Student D

We learned how to explain Japanese customs in English. It was difficult for me to put our
unconscious behaviors in different language. Through this project, I became able to discuss in
English, and to perform in front of other people. However, I still feel anxious to perform in front of
large crowds, so I need to train for that.

I studied abroad for four weeks this summer, and I felt it was necessary to be able to describe our
own cultures overseas. We have to have rich knowledge about our customs. We need to have
interests in various kinds of things, and to expand our horizons.

Student I

Our group has studied "silence" in Japanese. While researching, we noticed that there was a big
difference between Japanese and foreigners. That is Japanese people do not want to say their own
opinions, but foreigners say their opinions clearly. I think that there are many chances to meet
people from many countries after this, so I want to able to insist my view with confidence.

Student Y

It was difficult to capture the culture of my country. However, unless you understand your country's
culture, you cannot understand the culture of other countries. I understood a little about it through
the lesson. Our group had a difficult time picking a difficult theme, so I will think about the future

and act actively next time.

Student S

We chose Collective consciousness. In the class, we could not have good discussion. We only searched
individually. I regret I should have more cooperation with everyone and I think I will cooperate. In
my group, I did almost thing. Other member said anything and did anything, so I did by myself. I
think if all af us did together, we could make more nice presentation. Our teacher found mistakes
just before the presentation. I corrected our materials. Therefore, I think that I will prepare exactly

next time.

Student N

+ In the first term, we learned the differences among different cultures. Each group selected one
topic of Japanese original culture, WABI and SABI, relationships between older and younger. The
topic our group chose was the custom of giving gifts. First, each of us collected information about it.
Then we made the script to express the culture shock we had learned. Finally, we tried the roll play
with it and took movies of us. I did work little work for my teammates. I took only the first and third
classes. I just joined the meeting we chose our topic and playing the scene. Next term, I am sure I
will work with my teammates actively.
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[ Teachers’ Comments]
OAcquired Skills
Students were systematically exposed to various aspects of Japanese culture. As groups, they
selected a particular Japanese cultural trait that captured their interest. In observing these
cultural traits, students were then required to continually reflect on the origin of these traits, their
predominance in the everyday lives of the students, and how representations of these cultural
norms affect communication with other cultures and countries around the globe.

This was a first crucial step in ‘critical observation’ for these students. A step that is relatively
difficult to quantify by means of physical pedagogical assessment (i.e. a written essay). This initial
process turns the observers’ views within, and to many students this can be quite an alien
environment. They are attempting to view aspects that are so ingrained and part of them that they
for the most part seem if not invisible, indescribable.

The students realized the difficulty of such introspection and observations, and by their comments,
and active participation in class discussion, it could be assessed that they have started the ball
rollingin relation to developing an open an inquisitive mind towards the cultural components that

make up humankind.

O'The Skills Requiring Further Efforts

As mentioned above, representation of introspective findings can be very difficult for
native speakers let alone non-native speakers of a language. Therefore, as the students’
cultural and global sensitivities grow an efficient level of written and spoken English
will have to be attained. When a basic grounding in English is achieved, students will
be able to work on academic skills (i.e. presentations and essays).
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® Global English for 11th Grade Students

[ Course Mission Statement ]
Giving presentations is an integral part of the activities that students on the Global course are
expected to be able to perform. In this course, students will learn how to introduce various aspects of
Japanese culture in an engaging way to an audience abroad, and by doing so contribute to a
meaningful cultural exchange. In order to do so, the students have to gain the flexibility to switch
perspectives; they will practice to shift between their own Japanese perspective and the perspective
of their foreign audience, which is not familiar with Japanese culture. In the process, students will
also practice analytical thinking skills that will help them design effective presentations.

[Required Academic skills]
Students will be exposed to and expected to practice the following academic skills.
> Effective research skills (E.g. identifying valid resource material)
> Effective reading in relation to sourcing research content (E.g. skimming, scanning, academic
article approach)

> Effective presentation skills
> Effective thinking skills

> Effective questioning skills
> Effective discussion skills
>Teamwork

[Class Format]
The classes are broken up into smaller groups according to topic to be introduced. Students are
expected to organize their groups. Where necessary, they assign roles to ensure smooth, efficient
group work. A scaffolded approach is used to assist students in progressing from their actual skill
level to the skill level required to give an effective English presentation. Students are allowed to use
Japanese in group discussions to ensure the design of a well-founded presentational structure.
Guiding questions used in this process will follow basic strategies for English academic essay
writing in order to aid the students in acquiring the ability to approach problems in a systematic
and logical way. In addition, wherever possible, teacher input and feedback will be in English in
order to encourage the students to shift from Japanese language-based problem solving to thinking
and talking about the topics in English, to enable them to give a practice presentation in front of the
whole class in English.
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[Syllabus]

Class1 —

Class 2 —

Class 3 —

Class 4 —

Students discuss what aspects of Japanese culture should be introduced during their
excursion to Thailand. They reflect on the unique points of Japanese culture by
thinking about what it is that makes Japanese culture distinctively Japanese. In order
to create an engaging and informative presentation, ideally, the topic should be as
interesting to the presenter as to the audience. For this reason, students are
encouraged to use their own interests as a starting point for discussion.

From the list of topics suggested by the students, 7 are chosen and assigned to groups.
These groups then discuss the topics with the focus on how to present it in a way that
is engaging for the audience. Here, the students practice switching between their own
Japanese perspective and that of the Thai audience, which is not familiar with the
Japanese culture. At the end of the lesson, each group will have agreed on an outline
for their presentation.

Students work on improving their presentation structure by considering guiding
questions that focus on the message that they want to convey, as well as on what
means to use in order to deliver it effectively. This procedure follows the basic
approach to structuring an academic essay and helps the students improve their
presentation skills and deepen their understanding of how to deliver information in a

persuasive way.

Students practice their finished English presentations in front of the whole class and

receive final feedback from teachers and other students.




[Students’ Comments]

“I became able to replace difficult words with simple expressions. My task for the future is
to become able to make presentations that the listeners find fascinating.”

“I gained the skill to give a presentation. My task to work on is to develop my logical
thinking.”

“I became able to speak English in front of a lot of people. Although I made mistakes, I
want to use English without minding mistakes.”

“I learned how to make a presentation that interests Thai students. This got me to know
the differences between Japan and Thailand. I also learned about Japanese culture and
features. While making the presentation I made a lot of mistakes. I felt I have to memorize

English vocabulary and expressions.”

“We couldn’t prepare for the presentation well. We couldn’t spend the limited time well and
finish all we had to do. But thanks to the teachers we could think of how to attract the

audience and what we want to tell them.”

“I presented Origami in Thailand. It was difficult to convey the Japanese culture in English,
and I had a hard time. However, when it was completed I felt a sense of accomplishment.”

“I was able to smoothly present in English. But during the preparation I couldn’t express

my opinions because I am not very rich in ideas. So I have to think about things with a wide

view.”
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[Teachers’ Comments]

OAcquired Skills

Students were systematically encouraged to reflect on and deepen their understanding of Japanese
culture in order to identify representative aspects that can serve as a good introduction of Japanese
culture aimed at a foreign audience. As expected, this did not pose too great a challenge since the
students could draw on their own interests and preexisting knowledge.

The next step for the students was to structure the introduction of the identified aspects in a
persuasive and engaging manner while keeping in mind what they wanted the audience to take
away from the presentations. To do so, students had to decide on the message they wanted to convey
and on examples and reasons to support it in a convincing way.

The final steps were to prepare aides such as videos, audio files and power points, to write up the
presentations in English, and finally, to practice in front of the whole class.

OThe Skills Requiring Further Efforts

In contrast to the predominantly low-context cultures of English speaking countries, Japanese
society is a high-context culture, which means that if crucial contextual information can be inferred,
mentioning detailed facts and in-depth logical reasoning are not seen as important as they would be
in English speaking cultures. Due to this, students often stop short of producing what would be seen
as a convincing argument to an English speaker. Moreover, compared to English, Japanese
communication tends to be more about subjective impressions that do not need to be explained and
justified in great detail.

For this reason, the crucial skill for students to focus their future practice on is not so much only the
correct use of grammar and vocabulary, but the ability to grasp things with an English mind, that is,
to grasp things with a clear understanding of the underlying cause and effect relationships as well
as the important contextual factors.
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