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1 Global English

Course Mission Statement
By carefully observing, researching, discussing and presenting dominant cultural aspects of
Japanese society, we will endeavor to not only create a deeper understanding of Japanese cultural
attributes, but also simultaneously increase o  ur sensitivity and best practice skills on relation to
global communication and intercultural issues.

Required Academic skills
Students will b e exposed to and expected to practice the following academic skills.

Effective research skills (E.g. identifyi ng valid resource material)

Effective reading in relation to sourcing research content (E.g. skimming, scanning, academic

article approach)

Effective writing skills

Effective presentation skills

Effective thinking skills

Effective questioning skills

Effective discussion skills

Teamwork

Syllabus
1st term
Class 1 —decide on a topic (from below) and start putting together a plan of how it will be

researched and presented.

1.Ambiguity and the Japanese 2.The Japanese Sense o f Beauty
3.Silence in Japanese Communication 4.Male and Female Relationships
5.Japanese Social Obligation 6.Private vs. Public Stance in Japan
7.Adopting Elements of Foreign Culture 8.The Japanese Virtue of  Modesty

9.Seniority Rules in Japanese Human Relations 10.Japanese Group Consciousness
11.Dual Meanings in Japanese Human Relations  13.The Japanese Custom of Gift Giving
12.Simplicity and Elegance as Japanese Ideals of Beauty

Class 2 —Start putting to gether the script of a role -play that explains your understanding of your
particular topic.
Class 3 —Present and film your role -play. Q and A sessions with classmates and teachers.

2nd and 3rd term

The second and third terms introduced students to facets  of intercultural communication, and in
particular, how intercultural communication relates to English language learners in Japan.

The classes gave students the opportunity to think about and reflect on all the components that go
into the acts of internat ional communication. The approach was perhaps somewhat alien to the
students in that they had to give thought to areas of their lives that were heretofore not evident. A
good example of this is deep culture & the ingrained aspects of culture that act as a  backdrop to
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motivations in an individualds daily 1|ife.

Prior to each class, the students undertook a prescribed reading and answered vocabulary and
comprehension related questions in relation t o the text. This meaning -focused input activity
assisted the students in reviewing and learning further English. Classwork then transferred to a
more meaning -focused output activity where students were required to discuss and write about
their opinions, thoughts, and feelings on the various unit themes presented.

The instructors of this course focused more on output skills by encouraging active classroom
discussion on each theme. While the output was mostly verbal, there was a written component
post-class where students focused on a question that appealed to them and  wrote a small passage.
This written work was then reviewed by the teachers, and feedback was offered.

One crucial part of this course was having teachers that have lived in various cultures openly
share their experiences and opinions with the students. Th is approach acted as a trigger for
students to also openly share and reflect on their own experiences.

One satisfying aspect of these classes was observing students encounter new areas of thought and
watching them attempt to express their opinions on these newfound areas of knowledge. The
learning did not end along with the class. Students digested various aspects of global culture, and
will continue to use this knowledge as they grow into adults. It is this mindset alone that will have
made this course a success.

Studentsd Comment s

We learned how to explain Japanese customs in English. It was difficult for me to put our
unconscious behaviors in different language. Through this project, | became able to discuss in
English, and to perform in front of oth  er people. However, 1 still feel anxious to perform in front of
large crowds, so | need to train for that.

The context of the passage we were assigned in the lesson was difficult, so | could not actively
participate in the group work during the first half of the class. | was able to appreciate the
uniqueness of intercultural differences by comparing foreign cultures to Japanese culture. |
started to become interested in different cultures.

Teachers6 Comment s
Students were systematically exposed to various aspects of Japanese culture. As groups, they
selected a particular Japanese cultural trait that captured their interest. In observing these
cultural traits, students were then required to continually reflect on the origin of these traits, their
predominance in the everyday lives of the students, and how representations of these cultural
norms affect communication with other cultures and countries around the globe.

This was a first crucial step in O6critismrlatvelyobser ve
difficult to quantify by means of physical pedagogical assessment (i.e. a written essay). This initial
process turns the observersd views within, and to ma

environment. They are attempting to view aspects  that are so ingrained and part of them that they
for the most part seem if not invisible, indescribable.

The students realized the difficulty of such introspection and observations, and by their
comments, and active participation in class discussion, it  could be assessed that they have started
the ball rolling in relation to developing an open an inquisitive mind towards the cultural
components that make up humankind.
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2 Global English

Required Academic skills
Effective research skills (E.g. identifying valid resource material)

Effective reading in relation to sourcing research content (E.g. skimming, scanning, academic
article approach) ey i

Effective presentation skills
Effective thinking skills
Effective ques tioning skills
Effective discussion skills
Teamwork

Course Mission Statement for the 1 st term
In this course, students will learn how to introduce various aspects of Japanese culture in an
engaging way to an audience abroad, and by doing so contribute to a meaningful cultural exchange.
In order to do so, the students have to gain the flexibility to switch perspectives; they will practice to
shift between their own Japanese perspective and the perspective of their foreign audience, which is
not familiar with Japanese culture. In the process, students will also practice analytical thinking
skills that will help them design effective presentations.

Class Format
The classes are broken up into smaller groups. Where necessary, they assign roles to ensure smooth,
efficient group work. A scaffolded approach is used to assist students in progressing from their
actual skill level to the skill level required to give an effective English presentation. Guiding
guestions used in this process will follow basic strategies for English academic essay writing in
order to aid the students in acquiring the ability to approach problems in a systematic and logical
way. In addition, wherever possible, teacher input and feedback will be in English in order to
encourage the students to shift from Japanese language -based problem solving to thinking and
talking about the topi cs in English, to enable them to give a practice presentation in front of the
whole class in English.

Syllabus

Class 1 — Students discuss what aspects of Japanese culture should be introduced during their
excursion to Thailand. They reflect on the uniq ue points of Japanese culture by
thinking about what it is that makes Japanese culture distinctively Japanese. In order
to create an engaging and informative presentation, ideally, the topic should be as
interesting to the presenter as to the audience.

Class 2 — From the list of topics suggested by the students, 7 are chosen and assigned to groups.
These groups then discuss the topics with the focus on how to present it in a way that
is engaging for the audience. Here, the students practice switching bet  ween their own
Japanese perspective and that of the Thai audience, which is not familiar with the
Japanese culture.
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Class 3 — Students work on improving their presentation structure by considering guiding
guestions that focus on the message that they want to convey, as well as on what
means to use in order to deliver it effectively.

Class 4 — Students practice their finished English presentations in front of the whole class and
receive final feedback from teachers and other students.

Teachersd Comment s

Students were systematically encouraged to reflect on and deepen their understanding of
Japanese culture in order to identify representative aspects that can serve as a good introduction of
Japanese culture aimed at a foreign audience. As expected, this di d not pose too great a challenge
since the students could draw on their own interests and preexisting knowledge.

The next step for the students was to structure the introduction of the identified aspects in a
persuasive and engaging manner while keeping in  mind what they wanted the audience to take
away from the presentations. To do so, students had to decide on the message they wanted to convey
and on examples and reasons to support it in a convincing way.

The final steps were to prepare aides such as vide o0s, audio files and power points, to write up the
presentations in English, and finally, to practice in front of the whole class.

Course Mission Statement for the 2nd and 3rd term
Many of the problems humanity is facing today can only be solved by maki  ng concerted efforts. In
order to be able to bring about the necessary changes, leadership skills are indispensable. Therefore,
students will be encouraged to have a closer look at various leadership styles, their unigue features,
as well as advantages and drawbacks inherent to each approach.

Syllabus

They first identify a person they consider a great leader. In a scaffolded follow  -up exercise, they
then write a short introduction that follows the classical essay structure.

After the introductory pa rt, students view an English presentation about basic leadership styles,
which functions as a primer for the following group work, where they have to analyze the styles
introduced in more depth.

This module on leadership styles concludes with the students identifying various approaches to
leadership that they encounter in their daily lives.

Studentsd Comment s

| learned how to make a presentation that

interests Thai students. This got me to  know the
differences between Japan and Thailand. | also
learned about Japanese culture and features.

While making the presentation | made a lot of
mistakes. | felt | have to memorize English
vocabul ary and expressio
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2016

Universiti
Teknologi
Malaysia

Presentations by UTM

1. Tourism in Malaysia 2. Traditional and modern culture of Malaysia

3. City planning in Malaysia 4. Environmental problems in  Malaysia
Presentation by SN students

School introduction

1. Tourism in Japan 2. Traditional and modern culture of Japan

3. City planning in Japan 4. Environmental problems in Japan
Discussion in 4 groups based on the following topics

1. How to attract tourists more to Malaysia and Japan?

2. How to adjust our own traditional culture to modern society?

3. What we need for a better living environment?

4. How to reduce CO2 or air pollution?
Power Point Summary Presentation by all groups.

St . Joss ¢
Institution

School introduction by SN student
Presentation about

1. Tourism in Japan 2. Traditional and modern culture of Japan

3. City planning in Japan

4. Environmental problems in Japan by SN students
Discussion in 4 groups based on the following to pics

1. How to attract tourists more to Singapore and Japan

2. How to adjust our own traditional culture to modern society

3. What we need for a better living environment?

4. How to reduce CO2 or air pollution
Summary Presentation
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1. Cultural Exchanges

Phillipine Dance

Tea Ceremony/Kendama/Calligraphy/Origami/J  -Pop
2. Discussion and presentation

aDomestic Problems of Each Country 6

Colegio
3. Lecture by a teacher from Letran, discussion and presentation
de San N ’
OPower of Speechbo
Juan de After listening to the lecture, the students tried impromptu talk,
Letran composed Haiku in groups and shared in the class.
4. Lecture by a teacher from Seifu Nankai, discussion and presentation
oOWhat i s Happiness?§$d

5. Presentation
0 How to convey the appeal of the Philippines/Japan in Japan/the
Philippines? 6

Presentation in Japanese

GK
GK

Introduction of LHP & SN
Introduction about Ho Chi Minh City & Osaka Prefecture
Presentations by SN students about the ideas of how to increase
the number of tourists from Vietnam to Japan

N Scenario Planning for the future public transportation in Ho Chi
Mi nh City, OTransition from Mot
Presentation by each group

Le Hong Phong
High School

Introduction of LHP & SN
N Discussion (Divided into 3 groups)
1. The environment of Vietham
Marie Curie 2. The transition of public transportation in Ho Chi Minh City,
High School OFrom Motorbike to Subwayé
3. What should we do when the number of elderly people is
increasing?
N Presentation by each group

N Introduction of AAB by the president
N Lecture by a staff member from AAB
OHow t o Cr eatleanaon
N Presentation
Making a plan to let Vietnhamese
people know attractive points of
Japan and increase the number of
Viethamese tourists to Japan.

AAB Vietnam
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