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Universiti
Teknologi
Malaysia

Presentations by UTM
1. Tourism in Malaysia
2. Traditional and modern culture of Malaysia
3. City planning in Malaysia
4. Environmental problems in Malaysia
Presentation by SN students
+ School introduction
1. Tourism in Japan
2. Traditional and modern culture of Japan
3. City planning in Japan
4. Environmental problems in Japan
Discussion in 4 groups based on the following topics
1. How to attract tourists more to Malaysia and Japan?
2. How to adjust our own traditional culture to modern
society?
3. What we need for a better living environment?
4. How to reduce CO2 or air pollution?
Power Point Summary Presentation by all groups.

St.Joseph’s
Institution

School introduction by SN student
Presentation about
1. Tourism in Japan
2. Traditional and modern culture of Japan
3. City planning in Japan
4. Environmental problems in Japan by SN students
Discussion in 4 groups based on the following topics
1. How to attract tourists more to Singapore and Japan
2. How to adjust our own traditional culture to modern society
3. What we need for a better living environment?
4. How to reduce CO2 or air pollution
Summary Presentation
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Discussion 1

Each group will talk about Philippine and Japanese cultures,
focusing on the difference between them.
Presentation

Each group will tell us what they have discussed and learned.
Discussion 2

Each group will talk about domestic problems or what is often
discussed in each country.
Presentation

Lecture by a teacher from Letran

A teacher from Letran will give a lecture to the students,
providing them with something they have to think about.
Discussion 3

Each group will talk about the topic they have learned from the
Letran teacher.
Presentation
Lecture by a teacher from Seifu Nankai

A teacher will give a lecture to the students, providing them
with something they have to think about.
Discussion 4

Each group will talk about the topic they have learned from the
Seifu Nankai teacher.
Presentation
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The UN Bento provides a great opportunity for member countries to promote the quality and
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safety of their agricultural products. While eating UN Bento, countries can promote their own
agricultural products. Therefore, a lot of countries other than those introduced below are strongly
advised to advertise their own products.

Besides, food safety has been a heated issue in recent years. For example, the usage of banned
pesticides, genetically modified foods, deceptive representation of food shelf life and incidents of
mass food poisoning. The UN Bento is indispensable as a means for every country to develop an
awareness of food safety.

In addition to the positive aspects mentioned above, the UN Bento will assist in decreasing the
tensions of the participants involved in high-level discussions. It will also act as what would lead to
relaxed conversations between members. This would lead to more peaceful talks when the members
return to the table no matter what international situations they are faced with.
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Potato (from Algeria), avocado (from the Dominican Republic), mustard (from Canada), parsley (from Italy) and
bread (from France)
124kcal 450 yen  (per person)

[Health Benefits] Potato: high in vitamins C and D, effective in the prevention of high blood pressure and
hardening of the arteries Vitamins and minerals are good for preventing exhaustion.
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Pumpkin (from Mexico), onions (from India), soy milk (from Japan), parsley (from Italy)
133kcal 194 yen (per person)

[Health Benefits] Pumpkin: high in beta-carotene and vitamin C, boosts the immune system. It can be eaten with
bread for those who customarily eat with their hands.
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Tuna (from Philippine), avocado (from Spain), Wasabi (from Japan), olive oil (from Italy)
183kcal 957 yen (per person)
[Health Benefits] Tuna and Avocado: high in EPA (Eicosapetaen acid) and DHA (Docosahexaenoic acid), vitamins

A, D and E, enhances brain function and reduces bad cholesterol. Olive oil: high in oleic acid which reduces bad
cholesterol, promotes micro-organism growth and contains chlorophyll which benefits skin health.
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Chicken (from Brazil), mushrooms (from Japan), cow milk and fresh cream (from USA), cheese (from Switzerland),
onions (from Turkey), bread (from France)

551 kecal 1127 yen (per person)

[Health Benefits] Onion: likely to prevent high blood pressure and diabetes. Mushroom: boosts the immune system
and promotes overall health. Chicken: assists in recovery from fatigue. Small portions will provide a lot of

energy.
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Mushrooms (from Japan), onions (from Turkey), Eggplant (from India), tomato (from Iran), bread (from France)

274 kecal 895yen (per person)
[Health Benefits] Tomato: full of antioxidants which can prevent cancer.
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Sugar (from Brazil), almonds (from USA), cocoa beans (from Céte d'Ivoire), eggs (from USA)

450kcal 373 yen  (per person)
[Health Benefits] Chocolate: promotes mental and physical health. Almond: prevents osteoporosis.
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You can choose a drink from either natural water (from Canada), tea (from Venezuela), coffee (from Colombia) or

wine (from France).
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5. Global English (#O—/n\JL- 425 1)y a)

Introducing Japanese Culture
[HAIKU]

I'd like to talk about Haiku. Haiku is one of the Japanese cultural things. It is a kind of very
short poetry created in Japan. It was most popular in the 17th century, and even now it is still
popular among some people. Now I'm going to tell you a detailed explanation about haiku.

First, haiku is divided into three parts. The first part has five letters, the second part seven,
and the last part has five letters. In total, you can use only 17 letters in a haiku! This is the
shortest form of poetry all over the world.

Second, look at this haiku; “Furuikeya Kawazutobikomu Mizunooto.” This is one of the
most famous haikus among Japanese people. It was written by Basho Matsuo, a very famous
haiku poet. In English, the meaning of this haiku is as this; “A frog is diving into an old pond.” It
is not a special sight, but haiku poets in such good old days tried to find out beautiful points in quite
ordinary sights. Also, you must use at least one “kigo” in one haiku. Kigo means a seasonal word,
which shows one of the four seasons Japanese people enjoy. If you don’t use kigo in trying to write
a haiku, your work will not be recognized as a haiku.

Besides, there are some words which have several meanings in one context in some haikus.
They are very difficult to use and very difficult to understand, but if you appreciate such haikus
with those words, you will be able to enjoy haiku much more.

[JAPANESE LANGUAGE]

I will talk about the Japanese language. We use three kinds of characters which are called
“kanji”, “hiragana”, and “katakana.”

We had not had our own characters until about 1,500 years ago, and then Chinese characters
were introduced into Japan. These characters were called “kanji.” “Katakana” was created by
transforming some fragments of these Chinese characters, and about 100 years ago, “hiragana” was
created by simplifying “kanji.”

In this way, we created the new characters and have been using them with “kanji” when we
write some documents.

A single letter of “Kanji” has a meaning, which means that if you look at a letter of “kanji”’, you
can guess what it means. However, a single letter of “hiragana” or “katakana” doesn’t have any
meanings by itself. We combine some letters and make a word. In that sense, you can say that
“hiragana” and “katakana” are similar to the English alphabets.

All Chinese characters can be changed into “hiragana” and “katakana.” Both “hiragana” and
“katakana” are used in the same way. However, “katakana” is more often used to express words of
foreign origin.

Next, let me explain how to use these three kinds of characters. About a thousand years ago,
“kanji” was used by men. “Hiragana” was used only by women. But now all people use these
three kinds of characters, regardless of age or sex. Each “kanji” has one meaning and there are
thousands of “kanji.” Even Japanese people do not know all of them.
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To sum up, we use these three kinds of characters when we write something.

It is often said that the Japanese language is difficult for foreign people. This is mainly
because of this complicated writing system. Therefore, some people say that it is the most difficult
language in the world. However, at the same time, the Japanese language is one of the most
interesting languages in the world because of its complexity. Don’t you think so?

[ KOTATSU ]

In Japan, there are four seasons. The months between December and February are the winter
season. Winter in Japan is very cold, so there are many ways to keep ourselves from the cold
weather. Especially, I'd like to tell you about “kotatsu.”

Kotatsu is a low table with a heating device, and it is covered with a comforter called “futon,” or
a heavy blanket. Aboard is put on the comforter, and we can put our feet in it and use it as a table.
We often eat mandarins (small oranges) at a kotatsu and relax while warming ourselves. Eating
mandarins at a kotatsu is a very popular scene in Japan.

Kotatsu has two types. One is horigotatsu and the other is okigotatsu. Horigotatsu is a type
of kotatsu whose foot space is built lower than the floor so that you can stretch your legs like you are
sitting on a chair when you put your legs into the kotatsu. Okigotatsu is a portable one and we put
it on the floor.

Kotatsu is very warm and it makes us feel comfortable and often sleepy. We sometimes fall
asleep without noticing it when we use a kotatsu.

Kotatsu gives us a place to enjoy talking. For example, in a famous Japanese animation, a
kotatsu appeared as a place where the family got together, ate meals, and talked about various
things while enjoying the warmth and the comfort the kotatsu gave them.

Kotatsu is usually a small and low table, so when we are at a kotatsu, we always have very
short distances with each other. As a result, we naturally start talking and we become closer and
closer with each other. Therefore, kotatsu makes us not only feel comfortable, but also become
closer with each other and happier.

Kotatsu is loved by Japanese people and it has become one of the cultural aspects of Japan.

DEBATE

[ Topic 1]
Recently, there has been a sharp rise in the number of refugees fleeing war and persecution In
countries such as Syria, Afghanistan and Eritrea. According to the UNHCR (United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees), the estimated number of refugees worldwide is about 18
million and growing. In light of this trend Japan should consider changing its strict immigration
policy and accept more immigrants and refugees.

Affirmative Construction Speech
We believe that Japan should consider changing its strict immigration policy and accept more

immigrants and refugees. We have two reasons to support this claim.
The first reason is that it is natural to help people in trouble. Imagine someone whom you
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don't know very well suddenly fells down in this room right now. Will you help that person or not?
Imagine you are in your house and someone is knocking on the door and shouting, ‘Please help me!”
The person is badly injured. Will you help that person or not? Imagine you find a child who
hasn’t eaten anything for a week. Do you want to share your food with that child or not? I believe
all of you are willing to help those people in need. I stated the first reason just now, but actually
there’s no reason for us to help people in need. It is just quite a natural thing to do. You can put it
this way: for the principles of humanity and morals, we must help people in trouble.

The second reason is that if the birthrate remains at the current level, Japan’s population will
be one-third of the current population in 100 years. And that also means Japan is aging rapidly.
Then, we won’t have enough workers to support our society. We have a lot of old people who need
help and we also have a lot of work to do to support the society, but we don’t have enough workers.
Japan today is still strong in economy. Japan is still rich, compared to other countries. Now is
the time to accept refugees and help those in need. If they join our society now, they will support
Japan together with us in the future.

Negative Construction Speech

We are going to be against the idea Japan should accept more refugees. We have 4 reasons.

First, we need too much money to save refugees. We need a large amount of money to save our
own people. For instance, Japanese children’s poverty rate is 16.3%, and Japan has about 31
million old people. So Japan needs lots of money for Japanese children and Japanese old people. If
we have money for saving refugees, we have to improve Japanese poverty first.

Second, Japanese public safety will get worse. This is because if we accept refugees, the peace
of Japan will fall into disorder. For instance, just recently, Syrian refugees crowded the East
Budapest train station in order to gain passage to Germany. At this time many problems occurred
between the peoples, and such things will surely happen in Japan, too. So the fear of Japan losing
its peace exists.

Third, the employment opportunities for Japanese people may be suppressed.

If refugees come to Japan, they also need jobs. So they will make it more difficult for Japanese
people to get jobs and this will produce more unemployed people in the future.

Lastly, we should improve women’s employment conditions before trying to save refugees. In
Japan many women cannot return to their former jobs after maternity leave. Besides, finding new
jobs is very difficult for them.

For these reasons, we believe that we shouldn’t accept refugees.

[ Topic 2 ]
Since nuclear power is a reliable technology with a low environmental impact, Japan should
make an effort to restart its nuclear power stations as soon as possible in order to cut down on
greenhouse gas emissions and in doing so contribute to the global fight against climate change.

Affirmative Construction Speech
We believe that we should use nuclear power for two reasons. Firstly, we will talk about CO2

exhaust. There are a lot of ways of plants to produce electricity.

Let’s see the amount of CO2 exhaust produced by each power generation. We checked the data
that shows the Japanese CO2 exhaust per 1kwh electricity in 2008. According to a research in
2008, in order to generate lkwh of electricity, thermal power generation produces 934g of CO2
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exhaust, solar power generation 38g, wind power generation 25g, nuclear power generation 20g,
hydroelectric power generation 11g. Nuclear power generation produces much less CO2 exhaust
than thermal power generation does. And nuclear power generation produces as little CO2
exhaust as natural power generation does. For example, kannsaidennryoku stopped using nuclear
power plants. As a result, the amount of CO2 exhaust in 2014 was 1.5 times as large as that in
2011. Also, the amount of CO2 exhaust was 1.75 hundred million ton in 2007. That is twice as
large an amount of CO2 as all the trees across Japan can consume in the process of photosynthesis.
We think that producing as little CO2 exhaust as possible is so important.

Secondly, nuclear power generation can steadily produce electricity. Natural power generation
is easily affected by the seasons and the weather. Natural power generation often stops working.
But nuclear power generation can steadily produce a large amount of electricity. Natural power
generation is good, but we cannot only depend on it. For these reasons we conclude that we need to
use nuclear power generation.

Negative Construction Speech
We are going to argue against the idea that we should use nuclear power plants.

We strongly disagree with this idea for two reasons.

Firstly, it may release radioactivity. Radioactivity is very harmful to our bodies. If we get it,
our cells will be badly damaged. Therefore, we will suffer from hair removal, mental retardation,
cataract, cancer and so on. In fact, when nuclear power plants of Fukushima exploded,
radioactivity was released, and quite a lot of people suffered. Five years have already passed since
that accident, but even now a very large number of people cannot go back to their hometowns and
have to live in very uncomfortable situations. They even don’t know when they can return to their
hometowns and live in their own houses. As I have explained, nuclear power plants are so
dangerous.

Secondly, nuclear power generation will cost too much to maintain. Specifically speaking, the
maintenance cost is 1,200 billion yen per year. It is 30 times as high as in the case of thermal
power generation, but electric-generating capacity of nuclear power generation is just 20 times as
much as that of thermal power generation. It is inefficient. In addition, Monjyu, a power plant for
high-speed breeder, costs 5.5million yen per day for its maintenance.

This is why we firmly believe that we should not use the nuclear power generation system.

I RSR(1 )
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