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[Teachers’ Comments]

In the first half of the year, students were
taught presentation skills in English, with a
view to improving their performance in
delivering compelling presentations during
their field work trips in March of 2019.
The students were shown videos of English
presentations in order to highlight the
differences in style and content between
presentations carried out in English, and
presentations carried out in Japanese.

This allowed to see that cultural norms, as
well as language are important factors in determining what constitutes a “good” presentation, and
how these norms may vary from country to country.

An understanding of the close relation between language and culture is vital for students if they wish
to participate in in global events. Through studying the skills required to carry out successful
presentations in English, and by analyzing how these skills differ to the skills required to present
successfully in Japanese, the students are also learning important lessons in cross-cultural

communication.

In the second half of the year, we built on the foundations we had laid in the first half by having
students research topics relating to the STEP program in order to carry out presentations as part of
their field work trips in March. The students were split into groups, each tasked with researching
areas related to the society, technology, economics, and politics of the countries they will visit in March.

The students then utilized the presentation skills they were taught in the first half of the year to turn
their research into presentations. They presented to the class, in order to get feedback on their
materials, and presentations skills. The students did a good job of taking their carefully researched
topics and turning them into enlightening presentations. The students did a great job of making
sure to pay particular attention to potentially culturally difficult topics, as they will have to give these
presentations in front of many people in different countries in March. This is an important skill,
and one that will serve the students well in their future careers as global leaders.
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