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® Global English for 1st Year Students

Global Overview

The second and third terms introduced students
to facets of intercultural communication, and in
particular, how intercultural communication
relates to English language learners in Japan.

The classes gave students the opportunity to
think about and reflect on all the components
that go into the acts of international
communication. The approach was perhaps
somewhat alien to the students in that they
had to give thought to areas of their lives that

were heretofore not evident. A good example of
this is deep culture — the ingrained aspects of
culture that act as a backdrop to motivations in
an individual’s daily life.

Prior to each class, the students undertook
a prescribed reading and answered
vocabulary and comprehension related
questions in relation to the text. This
meaning-focused input activity assisted the
students in reviewing and learning further
English. Classwork then transferred to a more
meaning-focused output activity where
' students were required to discuss and write
about their opinions, thoughts, and feelings on
the various unit themes presented.

The instructors of this course focused more
on output skills by encouraging active
classroom discussion on each theme. While
the output was mostly verbal, there was a
written component post-class where students
focused on a question that appealed to them
and wrote a small passage. This written work
was then reviewed by the teachers, and
feedback was offered.
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One crucial part of this course was having
teachers that have lived in various cultures openly
share their experiences and opinions with the
students. This approach acted as a trigger for
students to also openly share and reflect on their

own experiences.

One satisfying aspect of these classes was
observing students encounter new areas of thought
and watching them attempt to express their

opinions on these newfound areas of knowledge.
The learning did not end along with the class.
Students digested various aspects of global culture,
and will continue to use this knowledge as they
grow into adults. It is this mindset alone that will

have made this course a success.

Students’ Comments

+ The context of the passage we were assigned in the lesson
was difficult ,so I could not actively participate in the group
work during the first half of the class. 1 was able to
appreciate the uniqueness of intercultural differences by
comparing foreign cultures to Japanese culture. I started to
become interested in different cultures.

+ Through these lessons, I learned about the importance of exprssing individual opinion to others
accurately. When I stated my opinion, I tried to use not only language but also gestures. It
helps me express what I want to say accurately. And I found it very fun.

+ The most interesting thing about this class was to learn various ways of thinking. The idea
was very new to me that individual language has a strong influence on human thought. I
recognized that human thought has a strong influence on individual language because language
is one of the tools which actually expresses human thought. I did not realize that language
influenced thought and thought influenced language so much.This is what I learned in GE.

+ "In the latter half of the lesson, each group created ideas and expressed their opinions on the
topic of each unit. In each lesson, I was able to learn the differences between gestures, events
and languages in Japan and overseas. I can also now write a good essay because repeated
writing homework. That was a lot of fun!"

_11_
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® Global English for 2nd Year Students

[Course Mission Statement ]
Many of the problems humanity is facing today can only be solved by making concerted efforts. In
order to be able to bring about the necessary changes, leadership skills are indispensable.
Therefore, in the second and third term of the course, students will be encouraged to have a closer
look at various leadership styles, their unique features, as well as i
advantages and drawbacks inherent to each approach. ’ ¥ /

[Required Academic skills]
Students will be exposed to and expected to practice the following
academic skills.
> Effective research skills (e.g. identifying valid resource material)
> Effective reading in relation to sourcing research content (e.g.
skimming, scanning, academic article approach)
> Effective presentation skills
> Effective thinking skills
> Effective questioning skills

> Effective discussion skills
>Teamwork

[Class Format]
Classes are broken up into small
groups to facilitate discussions and
to foster students’ organizational
abilities. The aim of the classes is
to provide the students with
opportunities to familiarize
themselves with different
approaches to leadership, using
authentic English resources.

Furthermore, students are
encouraged to draw connections between the theories presented and their own life experiences in
order to understand that leadership is not something abstract that only applies to public figures
leading big organizations, but also something that can be found in everyday life and on smaller
scales.
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[Syllabus]
In order to prime the students for this module, they first identify a person they consider a great
leader. In a scaffolded follow-up exercise, they then write a short introduction that follows the
classical essay structure. In doing so, they are encouraged to reflect on their opinions, and to
question their beliefs in a critical manner, in order to be able to present their case in a logically
sound and convincing way.
After the introductory part, students view an authentic English presentation about basic leadership
styles, which functions as a primer for the following group work, where they have to analyze the
styles introduced in more depth. As mentioned, the materials used in these activities are in
authentic English. By tailoring the tasks to the students’ level, using scaffolded exercises, students
develop their confidence in working with “real” English.
This module on leadership styles concludes with the students identifying various approaches to
leadership that they encounter in their daily lives. Furthermore, they are encouraged to apply the
knowledge gained on this course when developing solutions to problems presented in the other
STEP seminars that are part of the Global program.
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